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he Graves

The news of the King's death was known in Dalla
within the hour. Yazatiiingyan's agent heard it
first, because he made it his business to keep his
ear to the ground. His instructions were to come up-
stream to Pagan at once should anything of the kind
supervene. Accordingly, after verifying the facts, he
boarded a fast boat, which he had kept ready, and with
oar and pole hurried north.

When Yazathingyan received the news he was not
surprised. The critical moment for which he had been
preparing had now arrived. His plans were mature, he
knew what to do; but there is danger in any action, for
human nature is incalculable. There was, moreover, the
possibility that he might immediately be seized. On re-
flection he decided that this contingency was remote.
Thihathu, though he hated him and intended to get rid
of him, would do nothing before he was firmly estab-

92